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Study Guide for Social Studies
Chapter 7 Lesson 2
“Fighting for Independence™
mercenarics — hired soldiers )
negotiate  to try to reach an agreement
cumpuign — 4 serics of military actions carried out for a certain goal
enlisted — signad up
turning point - an event that causes an important change
Comparing Armics
e« the British had more and betler frained soldiers
» the Brilish had more supplies
& the British hived soldiers
= adisndvantage for the British was that it was dificult to get supplies to the colonies because
they were so [ar away

The colonists
s Lknew the lund
s most soldiers had no uniforms, only (heir everyday clothes (problem)

& many soldiers had no guns, only spears and oxes (problen)
s hud help from France, Spain, the Netherlands, and Russia
Winter of 1776, Washington
% spent in Penngylvania beoayse his defeatled troops had (o retreat from New York
% attacked Trenton on Christmas night because he know he could surprise (he Hossians
¥ the soldiers were ready 1o give up, had 1o eross an icy river, and marched 9 miles
in the snow and ice.

Winter of 1777
¢ British spent in Philadclphia :
= Americans spert ot Valley Forge and were helped by Marguis de Lalayette (bought the soldiers

unilorms with his own money) and Friedrich von Steuben (laught them better ways to [ight)

Saratoga provided the Conlinental Anmy with British cannons, soldiers, and supplies and with the
feeling that they did have a chance to win the war,

As Ihe fighting confinued, Ben Franklin was in France trying to negotiate with the French govemment
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